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FROM THE VICAR 
 

Thank you for picking up 

this leaflet and welcome to 

this church. St Mary’s is a 

gem. It was built 150 years 

ago to provide a place of 

worship and learning for 

the Childwickbury estate. It 

remains a haven of peace and prayerful-

ness, a resource for residents and visitors.  
 

Above all else, St Mary’s is a church. 

Each week people come here to meet 

with God. There are services every     

Sunday at 6pm.  

 On the first Sunday of the month 

our service is Holy Communion.  

 On most other Sundays we have 

Evensong, a traditional-language 

framework for reading the Bible and 

praying for the world.  

 Special events around the year     

include a popular animal service in 

September and Christmas carols in 

December.  

 St Mary’s is a stunning venue for 

baptisms and weddings. Please 

use the contacts at the end of this 

leaflet to enquire about these. 
 

St Mary’s mission is to be inwardly 

vibrant and outwardly open. Together 

with Christians in our sister church at St 

Michael’s (AL3 4SL) we are committed to 

serving the people of western St Albans. 

Please visit the parish website to find out 

more about how we try to do this. 

St Mary’s is a community hub. The 

Schoolroom behind the church is hired by 

many groups around the week. It has a   

modern galley kitchen with fridge and    

tea-making facilities. An accessible toilet 

and baby-change facilities will be added in 

mid-2019. To enquire about hiring the 

Schoolroom please contact the parish 

Halls Administrator, Danielle Argent on 

01727 836041 / hallbooking17@gmail.com 
 

Many blessings, 

 

 

 

Kenneth Padley 

The Parish Office 

The Vicarage 

St Michael’s Street 

St Albans, AL3 4SL 

 

www.stmichaels-parishchurch.org.uk/ 
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Further Information 

We’d love to stay in touch: please contact 

Georgie on admin.stmichaels@btconnect.com 

to join our monthly email list. 

 

Support 

St Mary’s is dependent on voluntary giving and 

costs over £200 a week to run. If you can, 

please make a donation via 

www.justgiving.com/stmichaels-stalbans          

stating that you wish your donation to       

support St Mary’s. 



ST MARY’S BUILDING: 

HISTORY, DESIGN AND MEANING 

 

St Mary’s was designed by the famous 

nineteenth-century architect Sir George 

Gilbert Scott. The layout and furniture are 

similar to many Anglican churches in    

Britain and around the world.  

 

The building faces east, reflecting the 

Christian belief that Jesus shines in 

hearts like the sun, and that his    

conquest of death is like day         

defeating night. 

 
At the east end of the church is the 

‘sanctuary’ [1], the ‘holy place’ 

around the altar. The altar is the   

table where the service of Holy 

Communion is celebrated. During 

Communion, bread and wine are  

blessed in remembrance of Jesus’ 

Last Supper with his friends. Through 

Communion, Christians believe that 

Jesus is present today.  

 

During the festivals of Christmas and 

Easter the altar is fitted with a    

stunning white frontal and backcloth 

(as on the front of this leaflet). These 

were possibly made by the influential 

Leek Embroidery Society. 

 

The window above the altar shows 

Jesus reigning in heaven, surrounded 

by angels. In worship we hope to join 

our praise with theirs. 

St Mary’s was built in 1867 by Henry  

Toulmin, owner of the Childwickbury   

estate; stained glass in the side windows 

depicting the ‘theological virtues’ of faith 

hope and charity (love) [2] were installed 

in memory of Henry and his wife Emily.   

 

To the west of the altar are pieces of    

furniture which emphasise the Christian 

duty to listen to God’s word: 

 

During worship, the Bible is read from the 

lectern [3]. This reading-desk is carved 

onto the back of an angel, a reminder that 

God’s message can travel to the    

furthest corners of the world.  

 

The Bible readings are then explained 

by the sermon/address which is     

delivered from the pulpit [4]. ‘Pulpit’ 

is from the Latin word for ‘stage’   

because the purpose of the sermon is 
to make the readings more accessible 

and relevant. The panels on the side 

of the pulpit reflect this. One depicts 

Jesus talking with children. Another 

shows him beside a well; in context 

this says that his teaching is like     

refreshing water. A third panel shows 

Jesus’ parable of the Good Samaritan, 

because Christian teaching challenges 

us to more ethical living. 

 

Baptism is celebrated at the font [5]. 

This is a ritual of initiation and so the 

font is traditionally found near the 

entrance to the church. The beautiful 

marble font at St Mary’s was given in 

memory of two daughters of Sir John 

Blundel-Maple. Blundel-Maple bought 

the Childwickbury estate from Henry 

Toulmin in 1881. 
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